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Othe,· top news ... 

Alumni become leaders of their own college writing centers 

University Theatre to present 'Really Really' 

University mourns t he passing of alumnus Dr. Harry Moordigian 

Joseph I. Castro: Pell Grant helped pave my road to college 

Alumnus establishes scholarship endowment in memory of public health student 

Dr. Saul J imenez·Sandoval named dean of College of Arts and Humanities 

Winemaking: A growing tradition Cl·M·i 

University serves 335 veterans with three programs 

II@ CLASS NOTES 

Mary Piona (Alumna}, a local farmer, is 

highlighted in The Fresno Bee's photo exhibit titled 

•Faces of the Drought:· 

Rico Guerrero {1998}has been named the 

executive director of t he State Center Community 

College District. He has worked previously for t he 

Fresno Regional Foundation and the Boys & Gir ls 

Clubs of Fresno County. 

Amanda l ittle (2004/established and owns Make 

Pie Not War - a business that hand makes necklaces, 

bracelets and rings made in the conver ted garage to 

about 40 boutiques nationwide and one in Japan. 

The business is also a finalist in the Martha Stewart 

American Made awards. Read more 

Joe Del Bosque (1975} has been named the 

2015 Agricu lturist of the Year by the Fresno 

Chamber of Commerce. The west-side farmer, who 

gave President Barack Obama a tour of his 

drought-stricken land last year. Founded in 1985, 
Empresas Del Bosque Inc. began as a small 

operation led by Del Bosque and his wife, Maria. 

Today, the Firebaugh-area grower has buil t a 

company that farms cantaloupes - conventional 

and organic - along with organic honeydew, 

asparagus and almonds. Read more 

Candy Tsang {1981} climbed Mount Kil imanjaro 

in Tanzania,Africa in September of 2015. She 

reached the summit at 1,931 feet after a five-day 

trek up, followed by a three-day trek down. 

Paul Bauer {1995}was selected by The National 

Advocates, •a professional organization comprised 

of premier lawyers,· to be included into its 

Employment Law specialty. The selection for this 

organization is exclusive- l imited to only 100 
attorneys per state. By being selected, Bauer has 

shown that he demonstrates •superior 

qualifications, leadership skills and case results as a 

legal professional." 

Sandra Celedon-Castro {2011)is t he Hub 

Manager for Building Healthy Communit ies based 

in Fresno, California. 

Will Cantrell (2005) and Jeremy Carrillo 
{2007)were married on September 19. 2015 at 

Una Bella Giorna ta of Cardella Winery in Mendota, 

California. They met as students at Fresno State 

and have been dating since 2004. 
Mark Torres {20 11}has been hired as an account 

manager at Survey Monkey. Dr. Russel Statham (2009, '11, '14}was 
recent ly promoted to chief operating o fficer and 

chief financial officer of the California State 

University, Dominguez H ills Foundation. In t his 

capacity, Dr. Statham is responsible for 

administration of all business, financial, human 

resources, risk management, information 

technology, grants and contracts, and corporate 

services of the $30 million non-profit CSU auxiliary 

organizat ion. Previously, Dr. Stat ham served as 

chief financial officer. 

Mike Wintemute (1993} is the Associate Vice 

Chancellor for Governmental Relations for the Texas 

State University, based in Austin, Texas. 

Jean Rousseau (1986} has been named Fresno 

County's new chief administrative officer. He had 

been Tulare County's administrative officer since 

2007. 
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Crim Talk: Evolving Drug Trends 

Nationally and internationally-renowned 

narcotics expert Robert Penna! will present local 

and international trends involving Transnational 

Drug Trafficking Organization. Specific focus on 

crystal methamphetamine, teenage heroin abuse 

and the recent surge in marijuana butane honey 

oillabs. 

CODS Continuing Education Course 

Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies 

Chapter invites you to attend two workshops for 

professionals and students. This program meets 

the qualifications for up to 6 hours of Cont inuing 

Professional Development Credit (CPD) 

Intermediate Level, for Speech-Language 

Pathologists as required by the California 

Speech-Language Pat hology and Audiology 

Board. CSU Fresno PDP #303 

SEE MORE EVENTS 

LOCATION 

Smittcamp Alumni House 

2625 E. Barstow Matoian Way, Fresno, CA 93740 

LOCATION 

David E. Cook Center 

1680 David E. Cook Way, Clovis, CA 93611 
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Game day for Victor E. 
Bulldog Ill: Our beloved 
bulldog's first 
football season 
By Katie Delphia 

This season, as the Fresno State football tean1 be

gan their ov.rn preparations for each home ga1ne, 
Victor E. Bulldog III (VEBIII) started learning his 

0\\'11 routine. 

0\.vned and managed by the Fresno State Alu1nni 

Association, VEBIII has multiple handlers that 
oversee his day-to-day schedule. One of his han

dlers is Jacquelyn K. Glasener, executive director 

of the Fresno State Alun1ni Association. 

The day before a home game, Glasener or one of 
the other handlers took VEBIII to Tail\.vaggers, a 

dog-pan1pering salon - and one of his official 

sponsors- for a special grooming session. 

"I post something on his Twitter and Instagram to 

show people how he is getting ready for the game 
- a picture, usually, because it is fun for people to 

see," Glasener said. 

To make sure he was rested and ready for the 
night, VEBIII had playtin1e and naps the day of 

the game. 

As the Fresno State Bulldog football players 
started their pre-game routine, VEBIII and his 

handlers geared up too, packing his supplies, 
\.Vhich included his cooling mat, water, a backpack 

filled with toys and his jersey. 

While on his way to his scheduled appearances, 
people would al\.vays ask ifhe was "the real Victor 

E. Bulldog III" - and if so, they immediately 

\.Vould want their picture taken \.vith hi1n. 

"They just get excited, and he reacts to kids so 

well," Glasener said. 

Victor E. Bulldog III also loved being with Time

Out during the ga1nes. Blair Smittca1np, assistant 

director of student and young alu1nni engagement 
and one of his handlers, said Ti1neOut was VEBI

II's best buddy. 

"Seeing his buddy Timeout isn't necessarily a rit

ual before a ga1ne, but he ahvays gets excited and 

ready to go when he sees hiln," Sn1ittcamp said. "I 

think that 1nost times \.Vhen he sees hi1n, Timeout 

gives Victor a little pep talk and sends him good 
vibes before he goes out to pe1forn1." 

VEBIII had at least five appearances every game. 

During the halftime show he \.Vould make an on

field appearance to promote PetER, his official 
veterinary sponsor, and Plato Pet Treats, his offi

cial pet treat sponsor. 

Glasener and Smittcamp both agreed that the 

crowd could not contain their excite1nent when he 

\.Vould come onto the field. 

"The crowd totally loves him; how 
could they not? And he loves the 
crowd. Victor knows what he's doing 
and k11ows what he 1·epresents
meeting the fans and getting to 
pron1ote pride.for Fresno State is 
what Victor does best," Smittcamp 
said. 

After his on-field appearances, VEBIII would 

make his way up to the suites of President Joseph 
I. Castro, Athletic Director ,Ji1n Bartko, and Coach 

Tim DeRuyter, where he 1ningled \\iith guests and 

posed for pictures. 

"He is a puppy and so by that point in the evening 

he is done and falling asleep," Glasener said. 

S1nittca1np said, "Having Victor E. Bulldog III on 

campus, in the community and performing on 

ga1ne days makes the students, faculty, staff, 
friends and fans feel 1nore connected and have 

more pride for the university." 

1'\tfattheiu D. Schulz contributed to this story. 
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Award-winning author 
finds inspiration in 
Valley veterans 
By MARISA MATA, Student Writer 

After opening an art gallery, Janice Stevens 

(1993) re-enrolled at Fresno State and obtained 
her master's degree while running her ov,rn busi

ness. After getting her 1naster's, Stevens went into 

teaching and pursued her passion for "vriting. She 
is now an award-,.,vinning author \\rith a magazine 

column and nine published books. 

Seven of the books that Stevens has written in

clude ele1nents ofhisto1y and memoir, and fea

ture watercolor illush·ations fron1 her business 

partner, Pat Hunter, an accomplished artist. 

"My collaboration "vith my business partner ... is 

probably the most exciting aspect of 1ny "vork ... 
Pat and I have co-o,\•ned Gallery II for more than 

35 years and continue to work together not only 

at the business, but collaborating on our books 

and magazine colu1nn as "vell." 

When Stevens isn't writing, she teaches. She be

gan teaching at community colleges over 20 years 
ago, and currently teaches writing classes for vet

erans in Clovis. She has drawn from the veterans' 

experiences to "''rite two books in a collection, en
titled Stories of Seroice. 

"That, perhaps, is the n1ost rewarding class I teach. 

Ho,.,vever, the reality is the veterans teach me 

more than I could ever teach them in tenns of 

heroism, courage and patriotism," Stevens says. 

Stevens was awarded the Crystal A"vard from Clo

vis Unified School District as "veil as the Ce1tifi

cate of Award for Wo1nen in A1nerican History 

from the National Society of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution for her publications and 
work with veterans. She was also no1ninated for 

the Clovis Hall of Fame in 2010. 

'1 would have to say my greatest 
accomplishment in regards to my 
writing is that writing provides me 
with what hun1bles me n1ost- thatis 
working with writers, especially my 
veterans, who trust me to share their 
dreams, their tragedies and their 
successes." 

Stevens is currently "vorking on her tenth book, 
South - the third volume in her collection An 

Artist and a Writer Travel Highway 1. 

"I've always liked to write," she says. "I vvould "vrite 
[even] if I didn't have an audience, because writ

ing is what I am driven to do." 
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Rainbow Alumni & Allies 
Club hits the 
ground running 
By ESRA HASHEJ\il, Student Writer 

The ne\\rest Fresno State Almnni Association club 

has hit the ground running since it ""as estab

lished in early September. 

The Rainbow Alunmi and Allies Club held its first 
public event-an inaugural reception-on Sep

te111ber 28. The club has since elected officers, 
created a ne,v look, established its goals and 

planned upcoming events. 

The Rainbo"" Alumni and Allies Club ain1s to en

gage and support LGBTQ+ alumni, students and 
allies. The club has three n1ain focuses: Advancing 

advocacy, pron1oting pride, and supporting stu

dents. 

"I think the club is important because it se1ves not 

only alun1ni exclusively, but it's all-enco1npass

ing," said Carlos Perez, treasurer. "It gives sh1-

dents, friends and community n1embers an outlet 

to connect with others, be more informed and get 
assistance if needed." 

Along with Perez, the club's officers are: Lucas 

Lundy, president, Jess Esquivel III, vice presi

dent, and Joshua Liggett, secretary. 

"We're all different ages. Vve all come from differ

ent backgrounds, so ,ve all bring so1nething differ

ent to the table in tenns of how we will operate." 

Perez said. 

Peter Robe1tson, ""ho served as interim president 
until elections were held earlier this fall, was piv

otal to the club's forn1ation. He was inspired by 

current research which shows that disenfran

chised and marginalized students and alu1nni

including n1embers of the LGBTQ+ co1n1nunity

"vill often successfully connect "vith each other 

outside of their acaden1ic disciplines. 

"Our hope is to positively fill this 
missing gap for Fresno State where 
and how it's needed 1nost, "Robertson 
said. 

The club is not only open to those ""ho identify as 
LGBTQ+, but also the co1n1nunity's allies. 

"A lot of tin1es, people would see [the club] and 

think, '\,Vell, I'm not LGBTQ+, so I'm not going to 

go. I'111 not going to participate,'" Perez said. "But 

we include the allies because ,ve welco111e straight 

allies. The ally itself is an all-encon1passing term. 

It's so111eone who is ready to offer their support. It 

can be son1eone who is gay or straight. It doesn't 
matter." 

Perez said the club is excited to be pursuing sev

eral goals. Supporting United Student Pride is 
currently on the club's agenda. 

The club is also co-sponsoring a speaker event 

"vith United Student Pride later this week, on De

cember 4. Fresno State alumna Robin McGeehee, 
a nationally-recognized LGBTQ+ rights activist, 

"vill speak about "getting equal" at the Smittcamp 

Alumni House at 10 a.m. 

In addition to bringing speakers to ca1npus, Perez 
said the club ai1ns to have some involven1ent in 

Fresno State's third annual LGBTQ+ graduation 

recognition ceremony in l\1ay, and hold a back-to

school n1ixer next fall. 

"We're barely in the beginning phases oftl1e club," 

Perez said. "It's just started, so \\7e're still getting 

our feet wet. We're coining into our own, and it's 

exciting." 

To join the Rainbotu Alumni and Allies Club, or 

any other FSAA chapter, club or network, visit 

htm:L/_bit.ly/_FSAAGetConnected. 
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Wieland (pictured second from the right) with 
associates from Sagaser, Watkins & Wieland PC. Photos 

courtesy of Ian Wieland 

Preparing for the 
journey: Alum shares 
how Fresno State helped 
him succeed 
By MARISA MATA, Student Writer 

Ian \1\Tieland (2007) decided to attend Fresno 

State after being accepted into the S1nittcamp 

Fan1ily Honors College. While a student, Wieland 
made many connections that provided hi1n in

sight into a career in la,v and politics. He attrib

utes 1nuch of his success to Fresno State, and 
no,v, being a successful o,vner of his O\\'ll law 

fir1n, he gives back to the university and progra1ns 

that helped him get there. 

''.As a student at FT'esno State I was able to rnake 

lasting connections duT'ing my undeT'gT'aduate 

years that helped me tuith a caT'eeT' in politics and 
then in law," Wieland says. 

Wieland, a political science and history major, 
participated in several history and political sci

ence organizations at Fresno State. He '1Vas the 

president of Sig1na Phi Epsilon, and founded the 

mock trial tea1n and a law fraternity, Phi Alpha 
Delta. As a student, Wieland con1pleted two in

ternships through The l\1addy Institute- one in 

Sacra1nento for an assembly 1ne1nber and another 
in Washington D.C. for a congressn1an. 

Congressman Jim Costa (left) and Wieland photographed 
at the top of the U.S. Capitol, 2006 

His experience at the State Assembly was impact

ful and has given him insight on ho"v government 
.vorks- something that is very helpful to his ca

reer now. After returning to Fresno from his time 

in Sacramento, Wieland decided to attend San 
Joaquin College of Law, and now o.vns his o,vn 

la.v finn, specializing in e1nployn1ent and labor 

la,v. 

"The fun pa1t about practicing e1nployment and 
labor la,v is that every case and issue .ve deal ,vith 

is different and is intellectually stimulating and 
challenging to ,vork on." 

Wieland was honored, as part of the class of 2013, 

by the Fresno Business Journal as one of the '40 

Under 40' '1\rinners. '40 Under 40' lists "outstand

ing business professionals of central California 
,vho have yet to reach the age of 40, have demon

strated a strong work ethic and are the leaders of 

today as well as tomorrow." 

Looking back on his o.vn journey, Wieland "van ts 
to help other students becon1e successful as '1Vell 

- he donates to the university and provides jobs 

for students that he reaches through The Maddy 

Institute and S1nittcamp Family Honors College. 

"Fresno State invested a lot in my education .. .I 

give back to Fresno State so that students can 
have the same opportunities and experiences I 

did." 
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A young alum's career 
takes flight 
By MARISA MATA, Student Writer 

Audrey Goral (2008), a double 1najor in 1nathe

matics and physics, offers this advice to current 
Fresno State students: "Make connections in your 

field of study and stay in contact "vith fellow class
mates and instructors. Sometimes who you knov,r 

"viii help you get your foot in the door and your 
resu1ne/ experience v,ill take care of the rest." This 

is advice that she has follo"ved, that led her to her 
career as an operational flight test engineer at Ed

"vards Air Force Base. 

It was a fa1nily friend that passed on Goral's re

smne to the base, and after a supervisor saw the 
skills that she had to offer, Goral was called in. 

She met "vitb supervisors and toured the base. 

She thought that the job sounded interesting and, 

not really having a plan for what to do after col
lege, she decided to try it out for a couple of years. 

Goral's job as a flight test engineer entails testing 
progra1ns for aircraft to help Congress make in

forn1ed decisions about purchasing and fielding 

those progra1ns on entire fleets. 

"My days are spent writing test plans, data analysis 

plans, coordinating and conducting flight tests, 

developing data analysis tools, doing data analysis 

and reporting the results. Our reports inform 
Congress on v,rhether the program tested is opera

tionally effective and suitable," Goral explains. 

When Goral vvas first hired in 2009, she figured 

she would try it out for a couple of years then 
move on, now, after six years and rich experi

ences, she considers this her full-fledged career. 
What made her decide to stay there? Goral attrib

utes it to the "great group of people" that she 

works ,\rith and the recognition she and her col

leagues receive for the good v,rork that they do. 

"Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Cen

ter, the organization that I "vork for, does a good 
job of giving recognition where it is deserved. I 

have "von Air Force level and Department of De
fense level awards." 

In 2014, Goral traveled to the Pentagon to receive 
the Deparhnent of Defense's David 0. Cooke Ex

cellence in Public Ad1ninistration Award, which 

she deems to be her greatest acco1nplishn1ent 
while working at Edwards Air Force Base. This 

award is given to one of 800,000 civil service em
ployees each year to recognize their work that "ex

emplifies the namesake's talents." Cooke worked 

with the Deparhnent of Defense for 45 years and 
"earned recognition as a public official that cham

pioned cooperative spirit and improved opera

tions." 

Goral says, '1t was a huge honor to accept the 

Cooke award and I tvill continue to strive to bet

ter rnyself and becorne one of to1no1·rotv's lead

ers." 
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Business alumni enjoy 
night of food, 
wine tasting 
By ESRA HASHEJ\il, Student Writer 

11ore than 120 alumni and business professionals 

gathered at the S1nittcan1p Alun1ni House recently 

for a night of food, wine tasting, local a1t and net
working. 

The Craig School of Business Alumni Chapter 
held its annual Corks & Forks tasting event on Oc

tober 22. 

"I think it tu1ned out really great this year," said 

Kimberly Chapin, a Craig School of Business 
Alumni Chapter board n1ember. "We had a lot of 

good feedback. People really enjoyed it." 

The alumni chapter has held the tasting event for 

more than ten years. Along with their annual 

spring golf tournament, the event ai1ns to raise 

scholarship money for business students at 

Fresno State. 

"Every year, ,ve put on Corks & Forks to increase 

our scholarship endo,\'lnent," Chapin said. 

In the 2015- 16 academic year, the chapter 
awarded scholarships to five students. 

"The event is also a great opportunity for business 

Ov\'11ers or business associates to co1ne and net
vvork after ,vork," Chapin said. 

There ,vere nine locally-o'\,\'11ed v\rineries and four 

brev\reries at the event. The menu included seared 

ahi, shrimp cocktail, Thai beef skewers and a 

Mediterranean vegetable display catered by 
Ruth's Chris Steak House. 

A raffle was also held that night, wherein atten

dees could win an Apple \Vatch, wine and beer 

from local vendors or small stuffed animals of 

Victor E. Bulldog III- ,vho also made an appear

ance. 

"You had all of these people drinking wine and 

holding sh1ffed ani1nals, so it was fun to see that," 

Chapin said. "We also had a1t displayed through

out the event, so that people could check out so1ne 
local a1t ,vhile they're tasting." 

The Craig School of Business Alu1nni Chapter in

corporated several ne,v ideas to the event this 

year, Chapin said. The raffle replaced last year's 

silent auction, and the full 1nenu provrided by 
Ruth's Chris Steak House replaced prevrious years' 

finger foods. This year's patio furnihlre and 

greenery provrided by Gazebo Gardens gave the 
event an "in.riling feel," Chapin said. 

"This year, the board was a lot more active in the 

planning process compared to years past, and I 
think that really alloivsfor new andfresh ideas 

to be brought to the table," she said. "That was 

really apparent in sorne of the different elements, 

like the art, which added a new freshness to the 
event." 

Next year, the Craig School of Business Alu1nni 

Chapter hopes to continue ha.ring food catered by 
Ruth's Chris Steak House, and possibly incorpo

rate a photo booth. 

"This year really raised the bar for our event," 

Chapin said. "We intend to keep the event next 

year to the san1e caliber." 

To contact the Cr·aig School of Business Alurnni 

Chapter, visit wwivfresnostatealumni. -
cornLchav_tersLchav_ters.htrnl. 
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UNIVERSITY THEATRE TO PRESENT 'REALLY 
REALLY' 

Fresno State's University Theatre will present "Really Really" 

Dec. 4· 12 (excluding Dec. 7) with daily show times at 7:30 p.m. 

and a 2 p.m. Sunday matinee in the John Wright Theatre in the 

Speech Arts building. 

"Really Really'' is a startlingly comic tragedy that confronts and 

embraces the harsh reality of today's youth through the 

aftermath of a wild college party. This edgy play about 

"Generation Me," written by Paul Downs Colaizzo and directed 

by theatre arts professor Brad Myers, was one of off. 

Broadway's most acclaimed in 2012. 

The production is staged immediately following a party at t he 

residence of college students and rugby teammates Cooper 

(played by Fresno State student Darrius Mehring-Ford) and 

Davis (played by Fresno State theatre arts alumni Joel Young). 

Much is unclear in the drunken haze, as the relationship 

between Davis and the ambitious Leigh (played by Fresno State 

theatre arts major Aubrianne Scott) turns ugly. Self-interest 

collides with truth and the resulting storm of ambiguity makes 

it difficult to discern just who is a victim, who is a predator, who 

is a friend and who is a future leader of America. 

"The way the story unfolds had me gasping as I first read the 

play," Myers said. ·seven young characters, six of whom are 

college students, all reveal a vicious jungle of sexual politics, 

raw ambition and class warfare where only the strongest could 

possibly survive. The narrative left me without a clear-cut villain 

or victim as everyone is left to abandon traditional morality in 

the pursuit of strategic opportunity- a conversation that is 

relevant and necessary today." 

"Really Really" is intended for mature audiences due to explicit 

language and sexua I situations. 

Tickets are $17 for adults; $1 S for Fresno State faculty, staff, 

alumni and military; and $10 for students. Group rates, as well 

as partial-season subscriptions, are available. Box office hours 

are noon-4 p.m. on weekdays and one hour before each 

performance. 

Parking is free for shows on Friday-Sunday nights. For shows on 

Tuesday-Thursday nights, permits are required in parking lots 

on campus and can be acquired by calling S59.278.2216. 

For more information, contact 559.278.2216 or 

universitytheatre@csufresno.edu. 

Related links: 

• Department of Theatre Arts 
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UNIVERSITY MOURNS THE PASSI NG OF 
ALUMNUS DR. HARRY MOORDIGIAN 

Fresno State alumnus and longtime supporter Dr. Harry B. 

Moordigian, Jr. passed away on Nov. 11 in Fresno. He was 76. 

An active supporter of Fresno State since the 1970's, Dr. 

Moordigian's contributions benefited numerous University 

programs including the Bulldog Foundation, Armenian Studies, 

Athletics, the Kremen School of Education and Human 

Development and the Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology. 

In 2007 he honored his parents, Harry and Neva rt Moordigian, 

by establishing an Ag One endowment to support students in 

the Department of Viticulture and Enology. 

·or. Moordigian was a close friend, an 

extraordinary man and one of the most loyal 

alumni Fresno State has ever known," said 

University President Dr. Joseph I. Castro. 

'Through both his 41 year career in dentistry 
and his decades of philanthropic work, Dr. 

Moordigian directly improved the quality of 

life for countless people. He will be deeply 

missed." 

On November 30, 201 S, Castro ordered the University's flags be 

posted at half-staff in memory of Dr. Moordigian and his legacy 

of support. Dr. Moordigian was a veteran of the United States 

Army who served two years in Korea. 

The only child of Armenian immigrants, Dr. Moordigian was 

raised on his family's grape ranch near Sanger. He said that 

much of his philanthropic work was done in honor of his 

parents. 

In 2014 Dr. Moordigian gave $200,000 to the Fresno Family 

Counseling Center, a low-cost provider of counseling services 

run by Fresno State's Kremen School of Education and Human 

Development At the time of the gift, Dr. Moordigian said his 

interest in the center was rooted in a decades-old letter written 

by his mother. 

"My parents were survivors of the Armenian Genocide," Dr. 

Moordigian said. 'Through this letter, I learned that in addition 

to my paternal grandfather, my mother's father had also been 

kil led in the Genocide when my parents were very young." 

He said she was able to escape to America and start a fam ily, 

but died of cancer when Dr. Moordigian was just 3-years-old. 

"This letter is how I finally met my mother. 

And when I realized what she went through 

without any counseling, it just tore me apart," 

Dr. Moordigian said. 

He shared the letter with faculty at the Fresno Family 

Counseling Center and learned that his mother likely suffered 

from depression. "I said to myself, OK. I want to support what 

they are doing for the community in memory of my parents." 

Also in 2014 Dr. Moordigian established an Ag One endowment to 

enhance the Jordan Agricultural Research Center's microbiology 

laboratory. When the research center opens in spring 2016, the 

space will be named the Dr. Harry B. Moordigian, Jr. Laboratory 

and will be used by students and faculty to research 

microorganisms in food processing and wine production. 

Dr. Moordigian's final gift to Fresno State was made earlier this 

year when he established the Nevart Moordigian Endowed 

Scholarship Fund in support of the South Valley Education 

Initiative, an effort to improve academic achievement for South 

Valley students. 

He is survived by daughter Gina Dean, her husband Nathan, 

and their two sons, Griffin and Nicholas, of Fresno; daughter 

Lisa Moordigian of Texas; ex-wife and friend Judy Moordigian 
and many cousins and friends he considered family. While 

services for Dr. Moordigian are private, family members say 

that his life will be celebrated in the spring prior to the ribbon 

cutting ceremony for the Dr. Moordigian Laboratory. 

Related links: 

• Family obituary notice 
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Pell funding has increased, but maximum grants have 

decreased 

I hope legislators will provide means for all talented, 

hard-working students to get higher education 

0 1 of 2 0 CD 
BY JOSEPH CASTRO 

O O AQ 
As we approach the 50th anniversary of the Higher 
Education Act, signed into law by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson on Nov. 8, 1965, I'd like to offer my 
personal insights into the impact of this life
changing legislation. 

The HEA allowed the dreams of a boy from 
Hanford - who was willing to work hard but had 
very limited financial resources - to come true. I am 
one of the millions who have received Pell Grants, 
which allow students with little means to access 
higher education. 

I can unequivocally say that without this funding, I 
would have not been able to attend and graduate 
from one of the top public universities in the nation, 
much less reach my current leadership position. 

Pell Grant funding has increased over the years, but 
the maximum grant award has actually decreased. I 
am concerned that without the grant dollars needed 
in today's college market, fewer nontraditional 
students - who make up the majority of Fresno 
State's enrollment - will be able to attend college. 

Fresno State is working hard to keep our costs 
manageable while providing a quality education. 
The San Joaquin Valley desperately needs more 
college-educated citizens, especially in science, 
technology, engineering, agriculture and math 
(STEAM) related careers. 

I hope that today's federal legislators will have the 
bold insights of their predecessors in providing the 
means for all talented and hard-working students to 
get a higher education. These students are poised to 
be among the next generation of leaders, very 
possibly including a future president of Fresno State. 

Joseph I. Castro, Ph.D., M.P.P., is president of Fresno State; 
Twitter: @Joseph!Castro 
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ALUMNUS ESTABLISHES SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT IN MEMORY OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
STUDENT 

Los Angeles-based law firm Panish Shea & Boyle LLP donated 

$100,000 to the California State University, Fresno Foundation 

to establish the Ana G. Tapia Memorial Endowment Fund. Ms. 

Tapia was in her first year of the Master of Public Health 

program at Fresno State when she died from a car accident on 

Nov. 7, 2014. 

Law firm partner Brian Panish, a Fresno State alumnus (1980), 

and attorney Dan Dunbar represented Ms. Tapia's family in a 

wrongful death case arising from the accident. 

"Ana Tapia was a remarkable young woman 
whose life was taken far too soon,· said Mr. 

Panish. "We are proud to honor her through 

the creation of this scholarship fund that will 

provide others with an opportunity to serve 

the community in the same way that Ana did.· 

To memorialize Ms. Tapia's legacy and commitment to 

education and her community, the endowment will support 

Fresno State public health students from the Central Valley. 

Undergraduate and graduate scholars With a demonstrated 
interest in, and a passion for, health issues and challenges in 

the Latino community, particularly Latina health issues. will be 

considered. Those from Fowler High School, Ms. Tapia's alma 

mater, and those with a demonstrated financial need will have 

priority. 

"The Ana G. Tapia Memorial Scholarship will create 

opportunities and provide inspiration to students who want to 

make a difference in our region through health research and 

policy analysis," said Or. John Capitman, executive director of 

the Central Valley Health Policy Institute at Fresno State, where 

Ms. Tapia interned. "This scholarship is a great starting point for 

Hispanic students in the Valley who have a passion for higher 

education in general and especially for someone like Ana, who 

not only had the passion for learning but also for applying the 

learning to advance life chances for her community." 

Ms. Tapia graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor's degree 

in public health, with an option in community health, in May 

2014. Actively involved on campus with many honor societies, 

clubs and internships, she was nominated for Fresno State's 

Undergraduate Dean's Medalist award for the Division of 

Student Affairs. She entered the graduate program later that 

fall with a desire to enhance her studies in health education. 

"Ana embodied all the core values we strive 

for in our students,· said Dr. Vicki Krenz, chair 

of the Department of Public Health and Ms. 
Tapia's undergraduate adviser. "She had a 

strong commitment to providing research on 
women's issues, teen pregnancy and access 

to health care for all. She was so dedicated 
and fully invested to her education and 

always wanted to grasp on to everything." 

Ms. Tapia had a passion for helping the underserved. While at 

Fresno State, she was an ambassador for the Education and 

Leadership Foundation and a peer mentor in the Educational 

Opportunity Program, providing mentoring services to first

generation, low-income and educationally disadvantaged 

students on campus. 

Ana Tapia - Graduation 

She 
carriedthis 

passion into 

her studies, where she displayed a strong commitment to 

educating the community in health issues impacting the region. 

Ms. Tapia was hired at the Central Valley Health Policy Institute 

after completing her undergraduate work and was involved in 

projects that catered to the underserved population, 

particularly Latinos. As a first-generation college student and 

daughter of immigrant farmworkers, these were causes close 

to Ms. Tapia's heart, said Krenz. 

'We feel happy that something like this is being done in 

memory of our daughter," said Artemio and Irma Tapia, Ana's 

parents. 'We know there are many students who, like Ana, want 

to continue their education and make a difference in other 

people's lives. We hope that a gift like this will make it easier for 

those students who want to continue their education and give 

back to their people and communities, just like our daughter 

did." 

The first recipient of the Ana G. Tapia Memorial Scholarship will 

be awarded in fall 2016. 

For more information, contact Angela Bailey, director of public 

relations at Panish Shea & Boyle LLP, at 909.286.4040 or Dana 

Lucka, director of development for Fresno State's College of 

Health and Human Services, at 559.278.5590 or 

danaz@csufresno.edu. 

Related links: 

bit. ly /FS N-Ana TapiaServices 
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DR. SAUL JIMENEZ-SANDOVAL NAMED DEAN OF 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

Dr. Saul Jimenez-Sandoval, a Fresno State professor of Spanish 

and Portuguese and interim associate dean of the College of 
Arts and Humanities, has been named dean of the college, 

effective Jan. 1. 

Fresno State Provost Lynnette Zelezny announced the 

appointment, calling Jimenez-Sandoval "a stellar scholar and 
master of languages" who has earned the respect of the faculty 

for his integrity, collaborative spirit and commitment to 

students. "He is a visionary and an articulate leader who will 

bridge the arts and humanities at Fresno State to lead the 

college toward a bright future." 

Jimenez-Sandoval will succeed Interim Dean Jose A. Dfaz, who 
was not a candidate for the position. Dfaz will be on special 

assignment in the spring semester. 

The College of Arts and Humanities has 2,250 students 

majoring in its nine departments: art and design, 

communication, Engl ish, linguistics, mass communication and 

journalism, modern and classical languages and literatures, 

music, philosophy and theatre arts. 

Over 4,000 students are enrolled in College of Arts and 

Humanities courses, the highest number in any college at 

Fresno State. In addition to the majors, the college's programs 

include Armenian studies, classical studies, interdisciplinary 

humanities and study abroad in London and Florence, Italy. 

The College of Arts and Humanities has 150 full-time faculty 

and over 160 part-time faculty, graduate assistants, graduate 

teaching associates and clerical and technical staff. 

Jimenez-Sandoval joined the Fresno State faculty in 2000. He 
chaired the Department of Modern and Classical Languages for 

six years, and was instrumental in developing the master's 

degree program in Spanish. He has directed 26 master's theses. 

He directs the college's Advising Center, and he serves as 

coordinator of the College Honors Program and liaison to 

Fresno's Mexican Consulate. He also is co-coordinator of the 

ora I communication section for WASC reaccreditation and 

faculty adviser to the Central California World Language 

project. 

A native of Mexico, Jimenez-Sandoval holds dual Mexican and 

U.S. citizenship. He grew up in Fowler and worked on his 

family's farm. After graduating from Fowler High School, he 

attended the University of California, Irvine and earned 

bachelor's degrees in Spanish and history and a Ph.D. in 

Spanish and Portuguese literatures. He holds certificates from 

universities in Spain and Portugal in language, literatures and 

culture, and a certificate in critical theory from Cornell 

University. 

He has published extensively on Spanish Golden Age authors, 

Mexican literature and Portuguese poetry. 

"I'm excited and energized by the opportunity 

to lead the college in ways that promote the 

value of our diverse disciplines, "Jimenez. 
Sandoval said. 'The College of Arts and 

Humanities is at the heart of the University, 

our Valley and our Jives." 

By Shirley Armbruster I November 23rd, 2015 I Categories: PRESS 

RELEASES I Tags: College of Arts and Humanities, faculty/staff I 0 
Comments 

SHARE THIS STORY, CH OOSE YOUR PLATFORM! 

r 
T 1n 

RELATED POSTS 

• • SERVICES SET 
FOR DR. 
PETRUCCI 
HALF-STAFF 
FLAG TRIBUTE 
JAN.4 
December 29th, 

2016 I o 
Comments 

DR. 
PETRUCCI, 
'FATHER' OF 
FRESNO 
STATE 
VIT/ENOLOGY, 
LEAVES 
INTERNATIONAL 
LEGACY 
December 27th, 

EIGHT 
CREATIVE 
WRITING 
ALUMNI 
PUBLISH 
FIRST BOOKS 
IN2016 
December 20th, 

2016 I o 
Comments 

2016 I o 
Comments 

aam111111 
SECTIONS 

> ACADEMICS 

> CAMPUS & COMMUNl1Y 

> RESEARCH 

> ALUMNI 

> PRESS RELEASES 

> FEATURED VIDEOS 

NEWS SOURCES 

> Fresno State Magazine 

> Community Newsletter 

> Fresno State 

> The Collegian 

> Bulldog Blog 

> Go B ul I dogs 

> Videos 





about press releases media guide archives 

IJ> GIVENOW m 
FRESN@STATE 

Fresno State News 

UNIVERSITY SERVES 335 VETERANS W ITH THREE 
PROGRAMS 

Next > 

UNIVERSITY SERVES 335 VETERANS W ITH THREE 
PROGRAMS 

Contingency led by Bulldogs Marching Band will participate in 

Veterans Day parade 

(UPDATED November 18, 2015) -For Veterans Day, Fresno 

State honored students who have served the nation through 

military service with its annual observance on campus, a 5k 

run, participation in the Veterans Day Parade in downtown 

Fresno and television shows featuring nursing alumni and two 

new programs supporting the CSU Troops to College initiative. 

The annual Fresno County Toys for Tots was launched as well. 

The campus Veterans Day Ceremony, held in the Allen Lew 

Memorial Garden Nov. 4, featured keynote speaker Lorenzo 

Rios (Lt. Col. us Army - RED, the CEO of Clovis Veterans 
Memorial District. Rios worked at Fresno State as commander 

of the Army ROTC Bulldog Battalion until he retired in May. He 

is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Army. 

The Fresno State Army ROTC and Air Force ROTC led by bag 

piper Ken Bain presented colors and the Music Department's 

Chorus performed "My Country ns of Thee" and "God Bless 

America". Vocalist Lori Alamano, who works in the Fresno State 

Police Department, sang the National Anthem. 

The event, sponsored by the Student Veterans Organization, 

opened with Chaplain Clayton Diltz, an Air Force veteran who 

delivered the invocation. He is the current chaplain for the 

Fresno Veterans Home and the wing chaplain the 144th Fighter 

Wing Air National Guard Base in Fresno, and Kaweah Delta 

Hospital. He is also an adjunct professor at Fresno Pacific 

University and on the elder board at Visalia Evangelical Free 

Church. 

Virginia Cardinal, coordinator for Fresno County Toys for Tots, 

announced this year's drive organized by the Marine Corps 

League of Fresno. They are accepting new, unwrapped toys to 

distribute to children in the community during Christmas. 

The Fresno State Army ROTC held its annual SK run, open to all 

ages, on Nov. 7 on campus. Proceeds for the run benefit the 

Clovis Veterans Memorial District and the VFW. 

The campus is closed every year on Nov. 11 when the annual 

Fresno Veterans Day parade is held downtown - the 95th 

anniversary recognizing armistice declared between Germany 

and the Allied Nations ending World War I - and once again 

led by the Fresno State Bulldog Marching Band. 

University participants included the ROTC units and student 

veterans clubs SVO and Omega Delta Sigma and the Fresno 

State Spirit Squad cheerleaders and mascot Timeout. 

The Fresno State Army ROTC Bulldog Battalion, under the 

direction of Major Boyce Buckner, will be escorting veterans at 

the parade as well as r iding on the Clovis Memorial Veterans 

District float while 25 cadets of the Air Force ROTC Detachment 

35 will march in formation under the command of Lt. Col. 

Kenneth Bourque. 

Also participating in the parade were Fresno State nursing 

alumni Marie Hoemke (1962) and Pam Loewen (1966) riding in 

the Central California Center for Excellence in Nursing car. 

Both have led decorated and honorable nursing careers in the 

military that span multiple decades. 

Hoemke was a staff nurse in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps, and 

Loewen was a staff nurse in the U.S. Air Force Nurse Corps, 

later becoming a flight nurse instructor earning her the Air 

Force Commendation medal and the Meritorious Service 

medal. She is also the histor ian for the center's Nursing Legacy 

Project. 

See their stories at the blog for the Fresno State College of 

Health and Human Services: bit.ly/FS-NursingVeterans15. 

After the parade, KSEE24's Central Valley Today show featured 

the nurses and two new veterans programs which began t his 

summer to join with the Veterans Services in Student Affairs in 

serving students. 

The Student Support Services Veterans Program received 

funding as part of Fresno State's TRiO Student Support Services 
Program in July and the Veterans Education Program in the 

Division of Continuing and Global Education received a gift 

from the Red and Nancy Arnold Foundation in June. 

TRIO veterans director Eluter io Escamilla and Dr. Daniel 

Bernard, director of the Veterans Education Program, appeared 

on the KSEE show with host Stephanie Bainum. 

The TRiO program serves 120 students with its own counselor, 

two peer mentors and two academic facilitators. The 

reading/writing specialist and program assistant are assigned 

to both programs. 

Escamilla is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and a graduate 

of Fresno State earning a master's degree in International 

Relations in 1998. 

To be eligible for either program, participants must be a first 

generation, low-income student enrolled in 12 or more units at 

Fresno State and/or have learning or physical disability. For the 

veterans program, the student must also have an honorable 

discharge from military service. 

For application information, contact Jennifer Garzon at 
559.278.5725 or visit the Thomas Build ing, Room 122. 

The Veterans Education Program will use the Red and Nancy 

Arnold Foundation gift for a new program that will help Valley 

veterans and current service members' transition into higher 

education. 

The only program of its kind on the West Coast, the Arnold 

program is designed for first-year student veterans who have 

been denied admittance to Fresno State and veterans who are 

eligible for admittance but lack transfer credit. 

Bernard said the program provides support for veterans 

transitioning from military life to an academic setting. 

"It can be difficult for those in the military to adjust upon 

returning from active duty," Bernard said. "They may feel 

isolated or feel like they don't fit in to the college lifestyle. This 
cohort-based program continues the camaraderie found in the 

military and provides student veterans the complete college 

experience in an encouraging and welcoming environment." 

See them on the KSEE show at http://bit.ly/KSEE· 

VeteransProgramsCVT 

For more information on the Veterans Education Program 

contact Dr. Bernard at dbernard@csufresno.edu or 

559.278.1901. 

Related links 

TRiO Veterans Program 

Red and Nancy Arnold Foundation gift 
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